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Andrea Willman – North Regional President.  Contact information: andrea_collen@hotmail.com

Hello Everybody!
My name is Andrea Willman from Grande Prairie, and I am very excited to announce the new start of a Northern Alberta Regional Council.  I have quite a few interested colleagues, but so far only one committed to sign on to the executive for the regional.  Her name is Heidi Pipegrass, and she will act as treasurer.  I was very eager to come to Edmonton and meet you all, and to share the news of this region, but something urgent has come.  

My main goal for the Northern Council for this year is to build the network of social studies teachers.  Here are some of my initiatives for this year:  
· Dr. Sandy MacDonald is the Director of technology for GGPSD and is tremendously helpful with all things tech related and will be a huge source for ideas on how to bring such a huge territory together digitally.
· Sandy MacDonald will be helping me set up a web-based discussion group/sharing portal which can be accessed by more than my district.
· Lance Therrien is an assistant superintendent and in charge of SS for GGPSD and he gave me a few names of other council presidents so I can go see what they have been successful with for their own northern councils. 

· Lance also pointed me towards the Northwest Regional Learning Consortium which is where most of the PD comes through.  The link to the SS section is http://www.nrlc.net/course/focus/2. I have attached an excel spreadsheet/cheat sheet for a quick look as to what they consider useful for SS teachers this year. 

· I am making use of the GPPSD portal and creating a section to house minutes from the Exec meetings and announcements as well as places for the award nominations that Dave had forwarded on to me.  I figure it's the best way to contact official SS teachers before their next “All Schools Meeting” next month.  
· It will be at this All Schools PLC Meetings where I will be able to talk a large number of social studies teachers, promote the council, get more input as to what they want to do, and add to the year’s agenda. 

So, that is where I am at currently.  I feel as though I am taking baby steps at this time, but things are coming together.  Look forward to meeting you all soon.
Andrea Willman
 















